PROFESSOR STEWART, Professor of Bacteriology and Preventive Medicine in Dublin University, has, after a lapse of ten years, brought out the seventh edition of Bigger's Handbook of Bacteriology and he has endeavoured to preserve its original character in spite of the fact that the amount of new knowledge available since 1949 is very large. This applies particularly to the viruses and, in order to include adequate information about them, Professor Stewart omitted the chapters on fungal and protozoal infections which were in the previous editions. In spite of this omission, the book contains six hundred pages and is by no means a small volume, since, because of new knowledge, practically three-quarters of the text has had to be rewritten. Indeed it would be useful to the practising physician as a book of reference since it is up to date, clear, and comprehensive enough to meet most of their requirements.
T1he chapter on the general properties of viruses gives the student just the information necessary and the whole section on virology is to be recommended not only for students but for those members of the profession who wisli to be brought up to date as painlessly as possible.
The reviewer found very few mistakes but, incidentally, Dr. Likar's name is as written. The book is easy to read, pleasant to handle, well produced, and the illustrations are good, but the inclusion of some more figures and graphs would have been an advantage especially in the section on immunology.
Previous editions of this work have been very popular with students and this new edition is a worthy successor to those that have preceded it. It might also be described as a fitting memorial to the late Professor Bigger, who, as he stated in his preface to the first edition, always had his students' welfare uppermost in his mind. 
